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as almost all nations inhabiting the torrid zone.'* From
the point of view of morality the caste system seemed
to him to guaranty a certain minimum of decency and
honesty in dealing with one's fellow beings. In his own
characteristic way Dubois sums up his digression on
caste:' 'A caste Hindu is often a thief and a bad charac-
ter, but a Hindu without caste is almost always a rogue.'*
It is almost impossible to say whether Dubois ever
came in contact with genuine devotees of Hinduism.
His remarks on Yoga and Asceticism in general seem
to indicate a very superficial knowledge of religious
practices in India. The asceticism of an Indian Yogi is
contrasted with that of a medieval Christian saint, ob-
viously with a view to bring out the sincerity of the lat-
ter and the absurdity of the former. Such a statement
is of particular interest to us today if we remember simi-
lar comparisons established in more recent times by
Domain Holland and Aldous Huxley. Both these wri-
ters indeed agree that genuine devotion and contempla-
tion are the same everywhere, whether among the Saints
of India or of Europe. To admit that, would have defeat-
ed Dubois'-purpose in writing his book: 'Modern
authors, confusing religious practices which originated in
sincere love for and devotion.to God with those emanat-
ing from vainglory, hypocrisy, and superstition, have
tried to throw discredit on the life of asceticism and
contemplation, which was advocated by the old and new
dispensation, and have presumed to trace a similarity
between it and the absurd yogams of the Hindu sannya-
si$ ... The penances of John the Baptist, for example,
have certainly nothing in common with the exaggera-

* Dubois, op. cit., p. 39, ,